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In the beginning, when God created the heavens and 
the earth, the earth was a formless wasteland, and 
darkness covered the abyss, while a mighty wind 
swept over the waters.  (Genesis 1:1-2)



These words, with which Holy
Scripture begins, always have the
effect on me of the solemn tolling
of a great old bell, which stirs the
heart from afar with its beauty and
dignity and gives it an inkling of the
mystery of eternity. For many of us,
moreover, these words recall the
memory of our first encounter with
God's holy book, the Bible, which
was opened for us at this spot. It at
once brought us out of our small
child's world, captivated us with its
poetry, and gave us a feeling for
the immeasurability of creation and
its Creator.

(Benedict XVI)
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Yet these words give rise to a certain
conflict. They are beautiful and familiar,
but are they also true? Everything
seems to speak against it, for science
has long since disposed of the
concepts that we have just now heard -
- the idea of a world that is completely
comprehensible in terms of space and
time, and the idea that creation was
built up piece by piece over the course
of seven [or six] days. Instead of this
we now face measurements that
transcend all comprehension. Today
we hear of the Big Bang, which
happened billions of years ago and
with which the universe began its
expansion - an expansion that
continues to occur without interruption.
And it was not in neat succession that
the stars were hung and the green of
the fields created; it was rather in
complex ways and over vast periods of
time that the earth and the universe
were constructed as we now know
them.



Do these words, then, count for anything? In fact a
theologian said not long ago that creation has now
become an "unreal" concept; that if one is to be
intellectually honest one ought to speak no longer of
creation but rather of "mutation and selection." Are these
words true? Or have they perhaps, along with the entire
Word of God and the whole biblical tradition, come out of
the reveries of the infant age of human history, for which
we occasionally experience homesickness but to which
we can nevertheless not return, inasmuch as we cannot
live on nostalgia? Is there an answer to this that we can
claim for ourselves in this day and age?

/Benedict XVI/



Divine Mercy in the Work of Creation

We start our reflections on the 
Divine Mercy with the beginning, 
namely, with that moment when 
God called His creatures into 
existence: first the angels, then the 
universe, and finally man on earth.  
I will open the lecture on the Divine 
Mercy in the work of creation with 
quotations from Sr. Faustina's 
Diary: 

If I call creatures into being                        
- that is the abyss of My mercy 

(Diary 85); and the second quote: 
God is love, and mercy is His 

deed (Diary 651).
Jesus, I trust in you! 



Before we can speak about
the work of creation itself,
however, we must ask
ourselves a question: Who
is the Creator? We must
ponder this question
because there are intimate
bonds between the Creator
and the creature, just as in
the world of people there is
a close relation between a
creator and his work of any
kind, ranging from a very
simple dinner to the works
of human intellect and art.



Who, then, is God? He
identifies Himself in the
meeting with Moses: I am
who am (Ex 3:14). We can
say that this statement
expresses very much, for it
means everything in
general. At the same time, it
expresses very little
because I am is totally
unimaginable and difficult to
understand, as it
encompasses everything
that exists. On the one
hand, there is I am and on
the other, there is I am not.
We know that I am not
negates I am.



Who, then, is God?
For what can be known about God is evident to

them, because God made it evident to them. Ever

since the creation of the world, his invisible

attributes of eternal power and divinity have been

able to be understood and perceived in what he

has made. As a result, they have no excuse; for

although they knew God they did not accord him

glory as God or give him thanks. Instead, they

became vain in their reasoning, and their senseless

minds were darkened. While claiming to be wise,

they became fools and exchanged the glory of the

immortal God for the likeness of an image of mortal

man or of birds or of four-legged animals or of

snakes. ( Romans 1:18-20)



"Natural theology is 

the attempt to reach 

sound conclusions 

about (among other 

things) the existence 

of God based on 

human reasoning 

alone..." 

"It is to be contrasted 

with revealed 

theology..."

http://ourworld.compuserve.com/homepages/rossuk/existenc.htm#revelation#revelation


In order to form a more
systematic idea of God,
and as far as possible, to
unfold the implications of
the truth, God is All-
Perfect, this infinite
Perfection is viewed,
successively, under
various aspects, each of
which is treated as a
separate perfection and
characteristic inherent to
the Divine Substance, or
Essence. A certain group
of these, of paramount
import, is called the
Divine Attributes.



Knowledge of God mediate            
and synthetic

Our natural knowledge of God is
acquired by discursive reasoning upon
the data of sense by introspection, "For
the invisible things of Him, from the
creation of the world, are clearly
seen, being understood by the things
that are made; His eternal power also,
and Divinity" (St. Paul, Romans, 1, 20).

Created things, by the properties and 
activities of their natures, manifest, 
as in a glass, darkly, the powers and 

perfections of the creator.



But these refracted images of Him in finite things cannot furnish
grounds for any adequate idea of the Infinite Being. Hence, in
constructing a synthetic idea of God, before one can apply to the
Divinity any concept or term expressing a perfection found in
created being, it must be subjected to rigorous correction. The
profound disparity between the Divine perfection and the intimations
of it presented in the world-copy may be broadly laid down under
two heads:



• Number:
The perfections of creatures are innumerable,                                              

the Divine Perfection is one. 

• Diversity:

Created perfections differ endlessly in kind and degree.

The Divine perfection is:

- uniform

- simple

- it is not a totality of various perfections;

- absolutely simple,

- the Divine perfection answers to every idea of actual or conceivable
perfection, without being determined to the particular mode of any.

Hence, when any attribute expressing modes characteristic of the world of
being that falls within the range of our experience is applied to God its
signification ceases to be identical with that which it has in every other case.
Yet it retains a real meaning in virtue of the ratio which exists between the
finite being and its Infinite analogue. In philosophical phrase, the use of terms
is called analogical predication, in contra-distinction to univocal, in which a
word is predicated of two or more subjects in precisely the same sense.



Scientific Arguments: Modern science has given us                 
a universe with a beginning and designed for man.

• The big bang theory of the universe means that the universe had a 
beginning, and it therefore requires a cause, ( Kalam cosmological
argument) 

• The fine-tuned nature of the physical constants suggest  that the 
universe was designed for intelligent life, (Anthropic Principle) 

• The high information content found in DNA indicates an intelligent 
designer, (William Paley )

• The amino acids produced in Miller's experiment in 1953 are 50:50 
left and right handed, those in living cells are ALL left handed. 
(Homochirality) 

Source of our natural knowledge of God
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Big Bang Theory - The Premise
We certainly know that our universe exists,
however, this knowledge alone has not
satisfied mankind's quest for further
understanding. Our curiosity has led us to
question our place in this universe and
furthermore, the place of the universe itself.

Throughout time we have asked ourselves
these questions:
- How did our universe begin?

- How old is our universe?

- How did matter come to exist?

Obviously, these are not simple questions and
throughout our brief history on this planet
much time and effort has been spent looking
for some clue. Yet, after all this energy has
been expended, much of what we know is still
only speculation.



Big Bang Theory - The 
Premise

The Big Bang theory is an effort to
explain what happened at the very
beginning of our universe.

Discoveries in astronomy and
physics have shown beyond a
reasonable doubt that our universe
did in fact have a beginning.

Prior to that moment there was
nothing; during and after that
moment there was something: our
universe. The big bang theory is an
effort to explain what happened
during and after that moment.

___________________________________________

.
Georges Henri Joseph Éduard Lemaître (July 17, 1894 – June 20, 1966) was a Belgian Roman 

Catholic priest, honorary prelate, professor of physics and astronomer at the Université catholique de 

Louvain.  Georges Lemaître proposed what became known as the Big Bang theory of the origin of the 

Universe, although he called it his 'hypothesis of the primeval atom'
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According to the Big Bang

model, the universe

expanded from:

- an extremely dense

- and hot state

- and continues

to expand today.

A common and useful

analogy explains that:

- space itself is expanding,

- carrying galaxies with it,

like raisins in a rising loaf of

bread. General relativistic

cosmologies, however, do

not actually ascribe any

'physicality' to space.

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Universe
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Space
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Galaxy


After its initial appearance, it
apparently inflated (the "Big
Bang"), expanded and cooled,
going from very, very small and
very, very hot, to the size and
temperature of our current
universe.

It continues to expand and cool
to this day and we are inside of
it: incredible creatures living on a
unique planet, circling a beautiful
star clustered together with
several hundred billion other stars
in a galaxy soaring through the
cosmos, all of which is inside of
an expanding universe that began
as an infinitesimal singularity
which appeared out of nowhere
for reasons unknown. This is the
Big Bang theory.



This high-resolution image of the HUDF includes galaxies of various ages, sizes, shapes, and colors.

The smallest, reddest galaxies, about 100, are some of the most distant galaxies to have been

imaged by an optical telescope, existing when the universe was just 800 million years old.

The Hubble Ultra Deep Field, 

or HUDF, is an image of a 

small region of space in                        

the constellation     Fornax,

composited from Hubble Space 

Telescope data accumulated 

over a period from September 

24, 2003 through January 16, 

2004. It is the deepest image of 

the universe ever taken in 

visible light, looking back (to 

when the universe is thought to 

have been 800 million years 

old) approximately 13 billion 

years ago. The HUDF contains 

an estimated 10,000 galaxies.
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According to the standard theory, our universe sprang into
existence as "singularity" around 13.7 billion years ago.

What is a "singularity" and where does it come from? Well, to
be honest, we don't know for sure. Singularities are zones
which defy our current understanding of physics. They are
thought to exist at the core of "black holes." Black holes are
areas of intense gravitational pressure. The pressure is thought
to be so intense that finite matter is actually squished into
infinite density (a mathematical concept which truly boggles the
mind). These zones of infinite density are called "singularities."

Our universe is thought to have begun as

- an infinitesimally small,

- infinitely hot,

- infinitely dense,

- something - a singularity.

Where did it come from? We don't know. 

Why did it appear? We don't know.



This panoramic view of the entire near-infrared sky reveals the distribution of 

galaxies beyond the Milky Way. The galaxies are color coded by redshift. 
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Big Bang Theory - Evidence for the Theory
What are the major evidences which support the Big Bang theory? 

• First of all, we are reasonably certain that the universe had a beginning. 

• Second, galaxies appear to be moving away from us at speeds proportional 
to their distance. This is called "Hubble's Law," named after Edwin Hubble 
(1889-1953) who discovered this phenomenon in 1929. This observation 
supports the expansion of the universe and suggests that the universe was 
once compacted. 

• Third, if the universe was initially very, very hot as the Big Bang suggests, 
we should be able to find some remnant of this heat. In 1965, 
Radioastronomers Arno Penzias and Robert Wilson discovered a 2.725 
degree Kelvin (-454.765 degree Fahrenheit, -270.425 degree Celsius) 
Cosmic Microwave Background radiation (CMB) which pervades the 
observable universe. This is thought to be the remnant which scientists 
were looking for. Penzias and Wilson shared in the 1978 Nobel Prize for 
Physics for their discovery. 

• Finally, the abundance of the "light elements" Hydrogen and Helium found in 
the observable universe are thought to support the Big Bang model of 
origins. 



Edwin Powell Hubble (November 20,
1889 – September 28, 1953) was an
American astronomer. He
profoundly changed astronomers'
understanding of the nature of the
universe by demonstrating the
existence of other galaxies besides the
Milky Way. He also discovered that the
degree of redshift observed in light
coming from a galaxy increased in
proportion to the distance of that galaxy
from the Milky Way. This became
known as Hubble's law, and would help
establish that the universe is
expanding.

The giant elliptical galaxy

The Pinwheel Galaxy - a spiral galaxy

The barred spiral galaxy
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Kalam 
cosmological 

argument:
(first cause" argument)

• Everything that had a 
beginning had a 

cause 

• The universe had a 
beginning 

• Therefore the 
universe had a cause 



The Kalām cosmological argument is a more
contemporary version of the cosmological
argument derived from the Islamic Kalam form of
dialectical argument. It attempts to prove the
existence of God by appealing to the principle of
universal cause. Similar arguments are found in
the theologies of Judaism (for example, in the work
of Maimonides) and Christianity (for example in
Thomas Aquinas), where it is known as the
"uncaused cause" or "first cause" argument.

In summary, the Kalam Cosmological Argument
rests on the premise that the universe is not infinite
in the past, but had a finite beginning which
necessitates a cause for its existence

Kalām (Arabic : الكالمعلم ) is the Islamic philosophy of seeking theological

principles through dialectic. In Arabic the word literally means "speech". A

scholar of kalam is referred to as a mutakallim (Muslim theologian; plural

mutakallimiin). There are many interpretations of why this discipline was

called "kalam“.
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Anthropic Principle

In physics and cosmology, the anthropic
principle states that humans should take into
account the constraints that human
existence as observers imposes on the sort
of universe that could be observed. In other
words, the only universe we can see is one
that supports life. If it were a different type of
universe, we would not exist to see it.

• The Anthropic Principle is an attempt to
explain the observed fact that the
fundamental constants of physics and
chemistry are just right or fine-tuned to
allow the universe and life at we know it to
exist. (Cosmic Matters)

• "... the Anthropic Principle says that the
seemingly arbitrary and unrelated
constants in physics have one strange
thing in common - these are precisely the
values you need if you want to have a
universe capable of producing life." (Patrick
Glynn)
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ANTHROPIC PRINCIPLE 

= 

INTELLIGENT DESIGN

AP = Anthropic Principle

ID = Intelligent Design

SPOG = Scientific Proof Of God 

http://science.nasa.gov/newhome/headlines/prop12apr99_1.htm


Anselm's Ontological 
Argument

• God is by definition that 
which nothing greater 
can be conceived 

• It is greater to exist in 
reality than to exist only 
in the mind 

• Therefore God must 
exist in reality. If he 
didn't exist, he would 
not be the greatest 
possible. 

Saint Anselm of Canterbury (1033 – April 21, 1109) was an Italian

medieval philosopher, theologian, and church official who held the

office of Archbishop of Canterbury from 1093 to 1109. Called the

founder of scholasticism, he is famous as the originator of the

ontological argument for the existence of God and as the

archbishop who openly opposed the Crusades.
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Thomas Aquinas

• from motion to an Unmoved 
Mover 

• from effects to a First Cause 

• from contingent being to 
Necessary Being 

• from degrees of being to Most 
Perfect Being 

• from design in nature to a 
Designer of nature 

Saint Thomas Aquinas, O.P. c. 1225 – 7 March 1274) was an Italian Catholic

priest in the Dominican Order, a philosopher and theologian in the scholastic

tradition, known as Doctor Angelicus, Doctor Universalis and Doctor

Communis. He was the foremost classical proponent of natural theology, and

the father of the Thomistic school of philosophy and theology.
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In the seventeenth century the 
mathematician Blaise Pascal 

formulated his infamous 
pragmatic argument for belief in 
God in Pensées. The argument 

runs as follows:

If you erroneously believe in
God, you lose nothing
(assuming that death is the
absolute end), whereas if you
correctly believe in God, you
gain everything (eternal bliss).
But if you correctly disbelieve in
God, you gain nothing (death
ends all), whereas if you
erroneously disbelieve in God,
you lose everything (eternal
damnation).

Blaise Pascal, (June 19, 1623 – August 19, 1662)

was a French mathematician, physicist, and religious

philosopher.
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Pascal's Wager

God exists God does not exist

Wager for God Gain all Status quo

Wager against God Misery Status quo



Does God Exist

Can Philosophy Prove the Existence of God?

Every culture has had its gods. The ancient

agrarian cultures had their fertility gods; the

Greeks and Romans had their pantheon;

Judaism, Christianity, and Islam have their

one god of all. At all times and in all places

people have thought that there is more to

life than the material world around us.

Belief in a god or gods, it seems, arises

naturally the world over. It seems that there

is some element common to all human

experience that causes us to look for

something transcendent on which to build

our lives, to ask the question Does God

exist? and to affirm, at least in some sense,

that he does.



• That so many societies have independently come to
religious belief requires an explanation. Is this just a
coincidence? Or is religious belief a natural
psychological defence-mechanism against the difficulties
that life inevitably throws at us? Or is there some truth
that this widespread instinct to look beyond the physical
world leads us towards?

• Some people have thought that answering such
questions as these is and will always be beyond us.
Others have thought not only that they have the answers
to these questions but also that they can prove to others
that their answers are the correct ones. Arguments that
are offered as proofs that there is a God, and some of
the historical arguments that are offered as proofs that
God came to earth in the person of Jesus.



None of these arguments is
uncontroversially successful, of
course; many philosophers have
considered and rejected each of
them. Neither, though, is any of
them obviously a failure. The
arguments that are described
here have been defended by
some of the greatest thinkers that
have ever lived—Plato, Aquinas,
Anselm, Leibniz, and Descartes,
for example—and each of them is
still defended in some form by
leading philosophers today.



As a preface to the arguments, it is worth noting an argument that the claim that God
exists is made more plausible by the fact of

wide-spread religious belief.

This argument is called the “argument from desire”.

It begins with the observation that our natural instincts generally
serve us well; every creature is born with an instinct for food
because food sustains us, and each of us longs for meaningful
relationships because community and friendship allow us to flourish.

Generally speaking, if we have an innate desire for a thing then that
thing both exists and is good for us.

The natural instinct to look to the transcendent, therefore,
which is made evident by the fact remarked upon above that
every culture of every time has had some form of religion,
suggests that there might well be something transcendent out
there to be found. This instinct, according to the argument from
desire, hints at the existence of God



Arguments for God's Existence

Hints aside, though, how could the existence of God be
proven? Arguments for the existence of God come in
many different forms; some draw on history, some on
science, some on personal experience, and some on
philosophy. As has already been said, the primary focus
of this site is the philosophical arguments:

the ontological argument, 

the first cause argument, 

the argument from design, 

the moral argument

If the existence of God can be proven, I think, then it is 
by arguments such as these.
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The Ontological Argument

The first purported proof of the existence of
God is the ontological argument.

The ontological argument seeks to prove
the existence of God from the laws of logic
alone.

It dates back to St Anselm, an eleventh
century philosopher-theologian and
archbishop of Canterbury, but was also
used by the French philosopher René
Descartes. It argues that once we mentally
grasp the concept of God we can see that
God’s non-existence is impossible. This
argument, if it is successful, demonstrates
the existence of a perfect being that could
not possibly fail to exist.

Descartes wrote in the Fifth Meditation

1. Whatever I clearly and distinctly

perceive to be contained in the idea

of something is true of that thing.

2. I clearly and distinctly perceive that

necessary existence is contained in

the idea of God.

3. Therefore, God exists.
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The First Cause Argument

The second purported proof of the existence
of God is the first cause argument, also called
“the cosmological argument”.

The first cause argument seeks to prove the
existence of God from the fact that the
universe exists.

1 - The universe came into existence at a
point in the distant past. Nothing can come
into existence, though, unless there is
something to bring it into existence; nothing
comes from nothing.

2 - There must therefore be some being
outside of the universe that caused the
universe to exist. This argument, if it is
successful, demonstrates the existence of a
Creator that transcends time, that has neither
beginning nor end.
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The third purported proof of the
existence of God is the argument
from design, also called “the
teleological argument”. The argument
from design seeks to prove the
existence of God from the fact that
the universe is ordered.

A teleological argument, or argument
from design, is an argument for the
existence of God or a creator based on:

- perceived evidence of order,

- purpose, design,

- or direction — or some
combination of these — in nature.

The word "teleological" is derived from
the Greek word telos, meaning "end" or
"purpose". Teleology is the supposition
that there is purpose or directive
principle in the works and processes of
nature.

The Argument from Design

Plato and Aristotle, depicted here in The School

of Athens, both developed philosophical

arguments based on the universe's apparent

design.
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1- The universe could have been
different from the way that it is in
many ways. It could have had
different laws of physics; it could
have had a different arrangement of
planets and stars; it could have
begun with a more powerful or
a weaker big bang.

2- The vast majority of these
possible universes would not have
allowed for the existence of life, so
we are very fortunate indeed to have
a universe that does.

William Paley's "watchmaker analogy" is

one of the most famous teleological

arguments.

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/en/3/39/WilliamPaley.jpg
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/William_Paley


On the view that God
exists, though, we can
explain why the
universe is the way
that it is; it is because
God created the
universe with beings
like us in mind. This
argument, if it is
successful, strongly
suggests the existence
of a Creator that takes
an interest in humanity. Pierre Teilhard de Chardin; 1 May 1881,

Orcines, France – 10 April 1955, New York

City) was a French philosopher and Jesuit

priest who trained as a paleontologist and

geologist and took part in the discovery of

Peking Man. Teilhard conceived the idea of the

Omega Point and developed Vladimir

Vernadsky's concept of Noosphere.
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The marks of 
design are too 

strong to be got 
over. Design must 

have had a 
designer. That 

designer must have 
been a person. 
That person is 

GOD. 



The Moral Argument

The fourth purported proof of
the existence of God is the
moral argument. The moral
argument seeks to prove the
existence of God from the fact
that there are moral laws.

The moral argument appeals to
the existence of moral laws as
evidence of God’s existence.
According to this argument,
there couldn’t be such a thing
as morality without God

http://www.existence-of-god.com/moral-argument.html
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/d/d0/Creation_of_the_Sun_and_Moon_face_detail.jpg


• Morality Consists of a Set of Commands

Moral laws have the form of commands; they tell us
what to do. Commands can’t exist without a
commander though, so who is it that commands us
to behave morally?

There is nothing out there in the physical world that
makes moral facts true. This is because moral facts
aren’t descriptive, they’re prescriptive; moral facts
have the form of commands

• Commands Imply a Commander

To answer this, we only need to look at the
authoritative nature of morality. Commands are only
as authoritative as is the one that commands them;
a command of a ruler carries more authority than a
command of a citizen. Moral commands, though,
have ultimate authority; they are to be obeyed under
all circumstances. Their authority transcends all
human authority, and they must therefore have been
commanded by a being whose authority transcends
all human authority.

The existence of moral laws, the argument concludes, thus demonstrates
the existence of a Being that is greater than any of us and that rules over
all creation.

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/4/4c/Moses041.jpg


According to this
argument, there couldn’t
be such a thing as
morality without God; to
use the words that
Sartre attributed to
Dostoyevsky, “If there is
no God, then everything
is permissible.” That
there are moral laws,
then, that not everything
is impermissible, proves
that God exists.Jean-Paul Charles Aymard Sartre (June 21, 1905 – April

15, 1980), was a French existentialist philosopher and

pioneer, dramatist and screenwriter, novelist and critic.

He was a leading figure in 20th century French philosophy.
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Immanuel Kant

Immanuel Kant developed his own version
of the argument from morality. He belief
that behaving morally should lead to

happiness.

Moral order
• The summum bonum is where moral virtue 

and happiness coincide. 

• We are rationally obliged to attain the 
summum bonum. 

• What we are obliged to attain, it must be 
possible for us to attain. 

• If there is no god or afterlife, it is not possible 
to attain the summum bonum. 

• God (or the afterlife) must exist.

Immanuel Kant: (22 April 1724 – 12 February 1804)

was an 18th Century German philosopher from the

Prussian city of Königsberg (now Kaliningrad, Russia).

He is regarded as one of the most influential thinkers

of modern Europe and of the late Enlightenment.
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In addition to the philosophical
arguments for the existence of
God, of course, there are also
the historical arguments.

The first is an argument that
we must not treat Jesus as
merely a great human teacher,
that he was either a liar, a
lunatic, or God incarnate. The
second is an argument that
only the third of these
possibilities allows us to make
sense of the historical
evidence for the Resurrection

http://www.existence-of-god.com/lord-liar-lunatic.html
http://www.existence-of-god.com/resurrection-evidence.html


Revelation of God in History - revealed theology

• If there is a trancendant God then he must reveal 
Himself to His creatures. 

• To the Jews - the Old Testament 

• Jesus as the Revelation of God - John's gospel 

• The historical Jesus - gospel of Luke and Acts 

• God's revelation to people in recent times (Saints)

The historic evidence for God is in the Bible                          
- God made it easy for us. 

He made it even easier for us,                                               
the trancendant God became a man.



Together, then, these arguments claim to
prove the existence of a Perfect,
Necessary, Transcendent Being that
created the universe, has authority over it,
and takes an interest in humanity.

This, is enough to show that the
Christian conception of God, and those
conceptions of God related to it, are
the only truth.



Atheism - Argument from evil

• If God can prevent evil, but doesn't, then He isn't 

all-loving. 

• If God intends to prevent evil, but cannot, then 

He isn't omnipotent. 

• If God both intends to prevent evil and is 

capable of doing so, then how can evil exist? 

This argument ignores the fact that God will get 

rid of evil in the future. 

There is a Hell for the bad and a Heaven for the 

good.



Notes

• [1] A good presentation of this exegesis of the Genesis account, along with extensive 
references, may be found, e.g. in M. Schmaus, Katholische Dogmatik 2 (Munich, 
1949), 30-39.

• [2] Re this and the following, cf. C. Westermann, Genesis 1 (Neukirchener Verlag, 
1974), 1-103. On reading the Bible from the point of view of the unity of its history, cf. 
H. Gese, Zur biblischen Theologie. Alttestamentliche Vortrage (Munich, 1977), 9-30.

• [3] The text of Enuma Elish is translated by E. A. Speiser in J. B. Pritchard, Ancient 
Near Eastern Texts Relating to the Old Testament, 2nd rev ed (Princeton, 1955), 60-
72.

• [4] On this cf. M. Kriele, Befruiung und politische Aufklarung (Freiburg, 1980), 72-107.

• [5] Monod: "Many exceptional minds seem to this very day to be unable to accept or 
even simply to grasp that only a [natural] selection made from different discordant 
sounds could have produced the whole concert of living nature." It would be easy to 
show Eigen's theories of play, which attempt to discover some logic in chance, 
actually introduce no new data and to that extent obscure Monod's findings rather 
than deepen or elaborate them.
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