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What is Divine Mercy?



What is Divine Mercy?
Do we know the answer?                       

Did Jesus’ disciples know the 
answer? All we know for sure 
is that there is no other reality 

which touches the heart of 
mankind so much. 

So what is mercy?  Is it an 
optimistic, naive, attitude              

of kindness: “Everybody is 
good? Everybody is nice?” 

What does it give us?                   
And what does it ask of us? 
In order to learn what mercy 

is, there is only one person to 
interrogate and that is Jesus.

“Jesus, tell us what your mercy is all about, not what we 
imagine it to be, but what you, you intend by mercy, you 

who are mercy, what is it?"



THE MERCY 

OF JESUS.



My First step

On my  journey to the 

Divine Mercy, there was a 

moment when I met      

Fr. Michal Sopocko, 

Confessor 

and 

Spiritual Director 

of Saint Faustina



Father Sopocko’s Tomb in the shrine of 
Divine Mercy in Bialystok - Poland



Here, Father Sopocko              

lived and died



My Second step

The necessary humility.

I have to admit that when I first heard about the

private revelations of Sister Faustina, as a young

seminarian, I was rather skeptical, and I was

undoubtedly not the only one who found the whole

thing a little questionable. But one probably have to

make an apprenticeship of humility. I found a

paragraph on humility by Sister Faustina which greatly

impressed me because it is a complete Thomism.

http://www.faustyna.pl/index.htm
http://www.faustyna.pl/index.htm


“I never cringe before anyone.

I can not bear flattery, for

humility is nothing but the

truth. There is no cringing in

true humility. Although I

consider myself the least in the

whole convent, on the other

hand, I enjoy the honor of

being the bride of Christ. Little

matter that often I hear people

say that I am proud, for I know

that human judgment does not

discern the motives for our

actions.” (Diary1502)



Humility is nothing but
the truth. I think it is a
very important word for
us and also for the
reason why we have
come here together
today - humility is
nothing but the truth.
So little by little I took
into account and
perhaps into the truth
what happened in
Plock, Vilnius and in
Lagiewniki.



My Third step 

Discovery of the universality 

of the message. 

With Cardinal Rosales. Manila, Philippines



Sanctuary of the Divine Mercy, Victoria - Philippines





My Fourth step

John Paul II and his teaching.

I heard John Paul II say: "I pray unceasingly, 

'have mercy on us and on the whole world.' 

When I heard that, I said, 

"Way to go, Holy Father. You're right on!"





John Paul II gave a message on August
17th, 2002 in Lagiewniki which struck me
deeply as a powerful call to the whole
Church “Be witnesses to Mercy!”
He said, quoting this astonishing phrase
of Jesus to Sister Faustina “It is from this
place that the spark which will prepare
my last coming will take fire.”

Without giving any revelations or
speculation on the return of Christ, this
message tells us that Jesus is close, not
in a chronological sense but close with
his mercy, with his love. That is why this
call to be witnesses of mercy struck me
with so much force without exactly
knowing how all that could happen. But I
am sure that this call must be heard
because John Paul II was not someone
who launches such appeals in a
“romantic” way. It’s very serious.





The fact that God is
merciful should not
surprise us. The Holy Bible
has over 400 direct
references to the Mercy of
God. There are many
more indirect references.
Fifty five of the Psalms
praise God's Mercy. Belief
in a Merciful God became
one of the characteristics
of the Jewish religion. We
could almost call the Holy
Bible the DIARY OF
GOD'S MERCY toward
mankind.



Divine Mercy is the heart of the Gospel.

If we really look at how God has revealed

Himself in Scripture and Church Tradition,

we discover afresh how mercy is essential

to understanding His message of love and

salvation. Mercy even reveals His very

identity. With this understanding of God and

His revelation to us, we can ask for His

mercy, be merciful to others, and strive to

completely trust in His Son, who is Divine

Mercy Incarnate.



The most comprehensive
statement by the Magisterium
on the meaning of Divine
Mercy can be found in Pope
John Paul II's Encyclical Letter
"Dives in Misericordia" (Rich in
Mercy,1981). In that encyclical,
the Holy Father made two very
important statements about
mercy. First, he wrote, "Mercy
is love’s second name."
Secondly, he taught that
mercy is "the greatest
attribute of God."



Divine Mercy

║

the Greatest Attribute of God

Divine Mercy

║

Love is  Mercy’s second name  



Divine Mercy - the Greatest 

Attribute of God
If mercy is understood in the Biblical sense as functional,
then, even though it is called an attribute, it first of all
denotes the manifestations and results of the infinite and
eternal love of God in world history, and especially in the
history of mankind's salvation. In fact, both hesed (i.e.
mercy in the Old Testament) as well as eleos (i.e. mercy
in the New Testament) signify active manifestations of
God's love toward mankind. In the Old Testament the
manifestations found their expression in the calling and
directing of the chosen people, in the New Testament
they were found in the sending of the Son of God into
the world and in the entire work of redemption.



So, if we understand mercy functionally in                
the Biblical sense, then without any fear                       

of error contrary to the faith, it can be said that                        
Mercy is the greatest attribute of God



Divine Mercy - Love is  

Mercy’s second name

Divine Mercy is supremely manifested in all of 
God’s actions toward mankind, and to show 
mercy must be the motive and intention behind 
all of God’s actions in the world. And this 
motive is LOVE.



When He created 

the world 'ex nihilo,' 

therefore, holds it in 

being at every 

moment, it is an act 

of merciful love: 

His merciful love 

overcoming the 

potential 

nothingness, 

the possible 

non-existence 

of all things.

In fact, God’s love for His

creatures always takes the form of

merciful love. As we read in the

Psalms (25:10) “all the ways of the

Lord are mercy and truth” and

again (145:9), “His tender mercies

are over all His works”.



"When the divine Son became
incarnate and dwelt among us,
that was an act of merciful love
too; His merciful love in
sharing our lot, showing us the
way to the Father, and making
the perfect offering for our

sins.
"When He sends His Holy
Spirit into our hearts to refresh
and sanctify us, that too is His
merciful love; His merciful love
pouring into our hearts the
power to grow in faith, hope,
and love, and to serve him
with joy. Psalm 136 says it
best; while celebrating all the
works of the Lord in creation
and redemption, the psalm
bears the constant refrain: 'for
His mercy endures forever.'"



This Biblically 
formulated 
relationship 

between love and 
mercy is 

expressed by 
Sister Faustina  
in the words: 
"Love is the 

flower,            
mercy the fruit" 

(Diary 948),

"pure love is my 
guide in life, but 
externally its fruit 

is mercy"                    
(Diary 1363).



John Paul II teaches us:
“In the eschatological
fulfillment mercy will be
revealed as love, while in
the temporal phase, in
human history, which is at
the same time the history
of sin and death, love
must be revealed above
all as mercy and must
also be actualized as
mercy. Christ's messianic
program, the program of
mercy, becomes the
program of His people,
the program of the
Church”. (DM 8)



At its very center there is
always the cross, for it is in
the cross that the
revelation of merciful love
attains its culmination.
Until "the former things
pass away," the cross will
remain the point of
reference for other words
too of the Revelation of
John: "Behold, I stand at
the door and knock; if
anyone hears my voice
and opens the door,
I will come in and eat with
him and he with me." In a
special way, God also
reveals His mercy when
He invites man to have
"mercy" on His only Son,
the crucified one. (DM 8)



The Devotion                                     

to                                

the Divine Mercy

The Church must profess and 

proclaim God's mercy in all its truth, 

as it has been handed down to us by 

revelation. 

John Paul II, Dives in Misericordia



Entrust yourself 
completely to Me                 

at the hour of 
death,                                         

and I will present 
you to My Father                 

as My bride.                                                      
And now                                

I recommend that 
you unite, in a 

special way, even 
your smallest 

deeds to My merits,                                          
and then My Father 
will look upon them 
with love as if they 

were My own. 

(Diary 1543)



The trust in God's Mercy,

the spreading of the

Devotion of this mercy

among the others, and

the boundless sacrifice of

all self-thoughts, words

and deeds to it, without

the shadow of self-

seeking, will be the

general principle of the

rest of my life, with the

help of this immeasurable

mercy”

(Fr. M. Sopocko's Diary).



In the name of Jesus Christ crucified 
and risen, in the spirit of His 
messianic mission, enduring in the 
history of humanity, we raise our 
voices and pray that the Love which 
is in the Father may once again be 
revealed at this stage of history, and 
that, through the work of the Son 
and Holy Spirit, it may be shown to 
be present in our modern world and 
to be more powerful than evil: more 
powerful than sin and death. We 
pray for this through the intercession 
of her who does not cease to 
proclaim "mercy...from generation to 
generation," and also through the 
intercession of those for whom there 
have been completely fulfilled the 
words of the Sermon on the Mount: 
"Blessed are the merciful, for they 
shall obtain mercy. 

John Paul II, Dives in Misericordia



This is not just one more devotion,

just another booklet or picture.

It's incomparable with anyone                        

or anything.

The Devotion to the Divine Mercy

is determining the destiny of the world,

the destiny of humanity.

No diplomacy, politics,

or any human faculty or skill

can save that which seems

to be heading for the destruction

man has prepared -

not just for one individual,

but for humanity.

Only Jesus,

the Crucified One and the Risen One,

can do this; and,

this I maintain - through Mary.

Franciszek Cardinal Macharski

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Image:Kardynal_Macharski.jpg
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Image:Kardynal_Macharski.jpg


Subject-Matter   

of                          

the Devotion                 

to                                  

the Divine Mercy



The subject of the worship in the 

devotion described in Sister Faustina's 

Diary is

the Mercy of God One                                       

in the Holy Trinity.

This mercy is love, goodness, and 

compassion; it has attributes proper only 

to God, since it is incomprehensible, 

unfathomable, inexpressible and infinite. 



Divine Mercy is the mercy of 
God One in the Holy Trinity. 
The Person preferred in this 
devotion is Jesus Christ, for 
it is to Him that all the new 
forms  of devotion of the 

Divine Mercy refer to.

This special place accorded 
Jesus in the devotion to the 
Divine Mercy has its profound 
justification in the following 
words from the Gospel: 

"I am the Way and the Truth, 
and Life; nobody can come 

to the Father except 
through Me" (Jn. 14:6).



• The devotion to the Divine Mercy has quite 
aptly been called the devotion to the Merciful 

Jesus. From the aspect of subject-matter, both 
names denote the subject-matter of this   devotion.

• The Divine Mercy which we worship in this 
devotion is inexhaustible, greater than the sins of 
the entire world. 

"The greater the misery of a soul, the greater   its 
right to My mercy," Jesus told Sister Faustina                                                    

(Diary 1182).



The Essence of 

the Devotion            

to                                

the Divine 

Mercy



The essence of this devotion
is an attitude of trust in God,
which entails not only the virtue
of hope, but also faith, humility,
perseverance and contrition. So
essential to the nature of this
devotion is a trusting attitude

that:

- in the first place, without a spirit of trustfulness there is
no devotion to the Divine Mercy at all, for the first and
basic expression of worship of the Divine Mercy is an
act of trust;

- an attitude of trustfulness in the Divine Mercy itself not
only guarantees the trusting person eternal salvation, but
also gives him the temporal goods he is in need of.



"Sooner would   heaven and earth turn into 
nothingness   than would My mercy not 
embrace a trusting soul," said Jesus to 

Sister Faustina (Diary 1777).

"Let [souls] approach this sea of mercy with 
great trust. Sinners will attain justification, 

and the just will be confirmed in good. 
Whoever places his trust in My mercy will be 

filled with My divine peace at the hour of 
death" (Diary 1520).

"I desire to grant unimaginable graces to those 
souls who trust in My mercy" (Diary 687).



In Sister Faustina's 
Diary there are no 

less than                          
34 instances when 
Jesus calls us to 

have a spirit of trust;

and 9 occasions when 
He talks about 

trustfulness as the 
necessary condition 

for graces to be 
granted, along with 

the temporal benefits 
associated with the 

practice of this 
devotion.



Thus no part of the devotion

- neither veneration of the image 

- nor recitation of the chaplet 

will bring the expected 

results unless it is combined 

with genuine trustfulness, 

since to worship God's mercy 

means to turn to God in an act of trustfulness. 

Trustfulness is the essential part of this 

devotion, and it is also the condition for the 

granting of God's gifts.



The word trust refers not only to relations
between people, but above all to the relationship
between God and man.

God first trusted in man;

He expects the same attitude from him.

In theological dictionaries the word trust most
often plays an auxiliary function to express the
content of the concepts of faith and hope;
whereas in Sister Faustina's Diary it signifies an
attitude toward God that embraces one's whole
life, an attitude that consists in expecting the
Lord's favor in a way that is voluntary, humble,
unwavering, and enlightened by faith. At the
same time, it is expressed in fulfilling His holy
will.



Trust is an attitude of faith, of
complete abandonment, which
Jesus desired from His followers
when He said, If you have faith
the size of a mustard seed, you
will say to this mountain, Move
from here to there,' and it will
move. Nothing will be impossible
for you (Mt 17:20).

Saint Paul and the whole of
Christian theology call this
attitude of life hope, which
springs from living faith in the
infinity of God's love and
goodness toward us.



I have come to know Him well.
God is love (...). I have placed
my trust in God and fear
nothing. I have given myself
over to His holy will; let Him
do with me as He wishes
(Diary 589), declared Sister
Faustina. The above quotation
shows perfectly the dependence
of trust on faith. By faith we
recognize that God is Love and
Mercy; deep knowledge of this
gives birth to trust; and trust is
abandonment or complete
surrender to God as Sister
Faustina expressed in these
simple words: Let Him [God] do
with me as He wishes

(Diary 589).



Between faith and trust there exists                 
a proportional relationship:                                      

the greater the faith ↔ the greater the trust in God

1. By faith we recognize that 

God is Love and Mercy. 

2. Deep knowledge of God’s Mercy 

gives birth to trust; 

3. Trust is abandonment or complete 
surrender to God



SINS AGAINST TRUST

Moral theology speaks about sins against hope, among 
which number: 

- despair, 

- presumption, 

- and spiritual sloth, that is to say, discouragement.

In the Diary, sins against trust are generally described 
as:

- distrust, 
- disbelief, 
- discouragement, 
- and despair. 



Trust in Sister Faustina's context is an attitude consisting 
of the theological virtues:

- faith, 

- hope, 

- love

and moral virtues:
- humility 

- and contrition

therefore, sins against these virtues, which constitute 
this attitude, are at the same time transgressions against 
trust. To these also belong, in addition to the ones 
already mentioned: doubt, hatred of God, pride, as well 
as lack of contrition, penance, and conversion. The root 
of all sins against trust is the failure to come to know the 
mystery of Divine Mercy.



Therefore, sins against these virtues, which

constitute this attitude, are at the same time

transgressions against trust. To these also

belong, in addition to the ones already

mentioned:

- doubt,

- hatred of God, -

- pride,

- as well as lack of contrition,

penance, and conversion.

The root of all sins against trust is the failure to

come to know the mystery of Divine Mercy.



The second essential part of 
the devotion is  an active 

love of one's neighbor

- in other words, the 
practice of mercy                  

towards one's neighbors.

Jesus' requirement here 
means the incorporation of 
the Gospel’s Beatitude in 

this devotion:

"Blessed are the merciful for 
they shall obtain mercy"

(Mt 5:7).



Jesus  told Sister Faustina

• My daughter, if I demand through you that 
people revere My mercy, you should be the 
first to distinguish yourself by this 
confidence in My mercy.  I demand from you 
deeds of mercy, which are to arise out of love 
for Me.  

• You are to show mercy to your neighbors 
always and everywhere.  You must not shrink 
from this or try to excuse or absolve yourself 
from it. (Diary 742)



I am giving you three ways of exercising mercy 
toward your neighbor:  

- the first - by deed, 

- the second – by word, 

- the third – by prayer.

In these three degrees is contained the fullness 
of mercy, and it is an unquestionable proof of 

love for Me. 

By this means a soul glorifies and pays 
reverence to My mercy. (Diary 742)



The condition that acts of 
mercy must be 
practiced, means that 
the devotion to the 
Divine Mercy as 
transmitted to us from 
Jesus through Sister 
Faustina cannot be 
merely a pious custom, 
but a "deeply 
experienced form of the 
Christian spiritual life"



Therefore, performing mercy

cannot be a transitory

phenomenon, something done

by chance, but it must be a

permanent disposition which is

defined as a lifestyle or a moral

attitude. Mercy, then, is a moral

attitude towards another

person, particularly towards

someone who is in special

spiritual or material need. It

flows from the conviction that if

man experiences mercy from

God, he should also show

mercy toward his neighbors.



Such an attitude requires:

- the right convictions,

- the proper disposition of will

- as well as the involvement of the

affective sphere of the person.

Everybody can and should indeed strive

after this attitude even though not

everyone will be able to practice external

deeds of mercy. Mercy, being lifestyle,

that is, a moral attitude of the Christian,

consists of three fundamental elements:



Prodigal
son



Holy Gospel according to Saint Luke (15:1-3, 11-32)

Tax collectors and sinners were all drawing near to listen to Jesus, but the Pharisees and scribes began to

complain, saying, “This man welcomes sinners and eats with them.” So to them Jesus addressed this parable:

“A man had two sons, and the younger son said to his father, ‘Father give me the share of your estate that

should come to me.’ So the father divided the property between them. After a few days, the younger son

collected all his belongings and set off to a distant country where he squandered his inheritance on a life of

dissipation. When he had freely spent everything, a severe famine struck that country, and he found himself in

dire need. So he hired himself out to one of the local citizens who sent him to his farm to tend the swine. And he

longed to eat his fill of the pods on which the swine fed, but nobody gave him any.

Coming to his senses he thought, ‘How many of my father’s hired workers have more than enough food to eat,

but here am I, dying from hunger. I shall get up and go to my father and I shall say to him, “Father, I have sinned

against heaven and against you. I no longer deserve to be called your son; treat me as you would treat one of

your hired workers.”’ So he got up and went back to his father. While he was still a long way off, his father

caught sight of him, and was filled with compassion. He ran to his son, embraced him and kissed him. His son

said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you; I no longer deserve to be called your son.’

But his father ordered his servants, ‘Quickly bring the finest robe and put it on him; put a ring on his finger and

sandals on his feet. Take the fattened calf and slaughter it. Then let us celebrate with a feast, because this son

of mine was dead, and has come to life again; he was lost, and has been found.’ Then the celebration began.

Now the older son had been out in the field and, on his way back, as he neared the house, he heard the sound

of music and dancing. He called one of the servants and asked what this might mean. The servant said to him,

‘Your brother has returned and your father has slaughtered the fattened calf because he has him back safe and

sound.’ He became angry, and when he refused to enter the house, his father came out and pleaded with him.

He said to his father in reply, ‘Look, all these years I served you and not once did I disobey your orders; yet you

never gave me even a young goat to feast on with my friends. But when your son returns who swallowed up

your property with prostitutes, for him you slaughter the fattened calf.’

He said to him, ‘My son, you are here with me always; everything I have is yours. But now we must celebrate

and rejoice, because your brother was dead and has come to life again; he was lost and has been found.’”

http://www.usccb.org/nab/bible/luke/luke15.htm#v1


Father, I have sinned 

against heaven and 

against you. I no 

longer deserve to be 

called your son; 

treat me as you 

would treat one of 

your hired workers. 



He ran to his 

son, 

embraced him 

and kissed 

him. 



Quickly bring the finest robe and put it on him; 

put a ring on his finger and sandals on his feet. 



Then let us 

celebrate with          

a feast, because 

this son of mine 

was dead, and 

has come to life 

again; he was 

lost, and has 

been found.



1. An ability to take a profound,

heartfelt interest in the suffering of

another person. Mercy goes and

meets the helpless; it intuitively

senses another person's

problems, embitterment and

disappointment.



2. A readiness to share
the lot of the suffering, to
accept the entire misery
of human suffering, to
carry all the infirmities of
a fellow human being:
his failures, his sickness,
his exhaustion, his
uncertainty, his feeling of
abandonment and of
being lost.

A merciful person takes a vital interest in the plight 
of another human being to the point of making it an 
existential situation of his life.



3. The will to persevere with and stand by the 
side of the suffering. 

A new element in the
understanding of Christian
mercy is the Pope's statement
that a vital feature of the attitude
of mercy is the equal level
between the person who
practices mercy and the one who
receives mercy

the person who practices mercy ═ the one who receives mercy



As John Paul II states in his

encyclical, an act of genuine

mercy is only really such

when we are deeply

convinced at the moment

that we perform it that we

are at the same time

receiving mercy from the

people who are accepting it

from us. If this bilateral and

reciprocal quality is absent,

our actions are not yet true

acts of mercy (cf. DM 14).



• For mercy is not only an
emotional flow of sympathy
and compassion, but also a
total involvement of the
mind and will expressing
itself in deeds. It is not only a
momentary surge of emotion,
but a permanent disposition
which is characterized by
faithfulness.

• Mercy appears most
frequently in the context of
human misery and
unhappiness; it is expressed
by deep compassion and
heartfelt sympathy which
give rise to deeds of
support and aid.

And these are a concrete 
expression of love.



Christ receives the mercy we
show to our neighbor as
mercy shown to Him.

When I look at another
person - I look at Jesus;
when I smile at him - I
smile at Jesus; when I say
something good to
someone, I say it to Jesus.

And on the other hand,
when I am indifferent to
my neighbor, pass him by
or harm him, I do it to
Jesus.



Forms of Devotion



Saint Faustina

Pray for us



I feel certain that my mission will not come to an end 

upon my death, but will begin. O doubting souls, I will 

draw aside for you the veils of heaven to convince 

you of God's goodness (Diary 281).



The mission of Saint Faustina consists

in:

► reminding the world of the truth of our

faith revealed in Holy Scripture about the

merciful love of God towards every

human being, even the greatest sinner;

► conveying new forms of devotion to

Divine Mercy;

► initiating a great movement of devotes

and apostles of Divine Mercy who

would lead people toward the

renewal of Christian life in the spirit of this

devotion; In other words, in the

evangelical spirit of a childlike confidence

in God and an active love of neighbor.



THE DEVOTION TO THE DIVINE MERCY

in the forms handed down by Sister Faustina

Theological analysis of the Diary of Sister Faustina 
shows that her mission was:

- To remind man of the well-known truth from the 
Scripture about God's merciful love for every human 
being,

- To transmit new forms of the worship of the Divine 
Mercy to plead for the graces   needed by the whole 
world,

- To inspire a religious renewal in the spirit of this 
devotion that is in the New Testament spirit of trust 
in God and mercy towards one's neighbors.



Forms of Devotion to the Divine Mercy

In describing the forms of devotion to the Divine 
Mercy, we can  enumerate the following:

- The image of the Merciful Jesus;

- The feast of Divine Mercy;

- The chaplet to the Divine Mercy;

- The hour of Mercy;

- The propagation of the worship of Mercy



The Image of                       
the Merciful Jesus

"I am offering people 
a vessel with which 
they are to keep 
coming for graces to 
the fountain of Mercy,"

(Diary 327)

Plock, February 22, 1931



"In the evening, when I was in

my cell, I saw the Lord Jesus

clothed in a white garment. One

hand was raised in a gesture of

blessing, the other was

touching the garment at the

breast. From beneath the

garment slightly drawn aside at

the breast, there were

emanating two large rays, one

red, the other pale. . . .After a

while Jesus said to me, `Paint

an image ac- cording to the

pattern you see, with the

signature: Jesus, I trust in You"



Three years later 

in Vilnius Jesus 

explained what the 

rays meant:

"The two rays," 

He said, 

"denote Blood 

and Water"  
(Diary 299).



One of the essential constituents of the image 

are the words inscribed in the signature:         

"Jesus, I trust in You."

Jesus talked about these words during His first 

apparition at Plock and later on as well at Wilno. 

"Jesus reminded me... that these three words 

must be clearly in evidence:                                      

Jesus, I trust in You"

[in Polish the motto consists of three words;                                                              

Jezu Ufam Tobie], wrote Sister Faustina (Diary 

327).

JESUS, I TRUST IN YOU



Jesus drew 

special attention 

to one more of 

the details in the 

image 

represented by 

the picture. He 

said, "My gaze 

from this image 

is like My gaze 

from the cross"
(Diary326).



According to Father M. Sopocko, 

the essential attributes of this image are:

Father M. Sopocko thought

Sister Faustina's vision of Christ

corresponds exactly to the

vision described by St. John (Jn

20:10-21). It is the resurrected

Christ, as He appeared to the

gathered apostles when He

bestowed on them the power of

the Holy Spirit for the

redemption of sins. For this

reason, Father M. Sopocko did

not feel bound by the verdict of

the Holy Office and he

continued to proclaim the truth

about Divine Mercy and adore

the picture of the Merciful

Jesus.



1. The posture of the

Savior is in a

walking-stopping

position, as when

walking we stop to

greet somebody, the

left leg forward and

the right one slightly

bent in the knee.



2. On both legs and 
hands, the scars 
must be visible.



3. The right hand must 

be raised to shoulder 

level for blessing with 

the palm open.



The left hand must

touch the garment in

the area of the

invisible Heart, from

where two intensely

colored rays radiate -

pale on the right side

as seen by the viewer,

and red on the left

side.



4. These rays 

illuminate the space 

and the floor tile and 

partially the hands.



5. Jesus' line of vision 

should be the same as           

it was from the cross, 

directed down, as noted 

in Sister Faustina's diary.



6. The background 

must be dark, as it is 

at dusk, with a barely 

perceptible door in the 

background of which 

in the vision, the door 

was not a part.



7. Under the image must 

be the inscription: 

"Jesus, I trust You"



The meaning behind this picture in

the worship of Divine Mercy must

be understood in the same way as

any other picture. That is, it is not

the canvas or the frame that is

honored, but the object Whom the

image symbolizes. A picture is not

a sacrament. It is a sign referring to

a defined reality. In this case, the

importance of the inscription:

"Jesus, I trust You" because it

shows the purpose of looking at the

image. This purpose is the

"awakening of trust in God through

the Intermediary, Jesus Christ"
(Fr. M. Sopocko).
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The image occupies a key position in the entire

devotion to the Divine Mercy, since it gives a visible

synthesis of the basic constituents of the devotion. It

recapitulates the essence of the devotion:

- boundless trust in God's goodness and

- the obligation of a merciful love of one's neighbor.

The spirit of trust is referred to directly in the

signature, "Jesus, I trust in You."

In other words, veneration of the image rests in the

combination of trustful prayer with the practice of

works of mercy.



Promises attached to the veneration of the image

There are three promises for which Jesus gave very 
clear definitions:

1. - "I promise that the soul that venerates this image 
will not perish" (48) - in other words,   Jesus gave a 
promise of eternal salvation

2. - "I also promise victory over its enemies already 
here on earth, especially at the   hour of death" (48) -
this means the enemies of salvation, and the making 
of considerable progress on the road to Christian 
perfection

3. - "especially at the hour of death I Myself shall 
defend it as My own glory" - this is the promise of 
the grace of a happy death.



Jesus' generosity does not stop 
at these three particular graces. 

He said:

"I am offering people a vessel 
with which they are to keep 

coming for graces to the 
fountain of Mercy," (Diary 327)

this means that He set no 
boundaries

either to the extent or to the 
magnitude of 

those graces and temporal 
benefits which may be 
expected by those who 

venerate the image of Mercy 
in a spirit of unwavering trust.



The History     

of 

the Image



The first Icon of Merciful Jesus

Artist: Eugeniusz Kazimierowski

June 1934



Second Icon

of Merciful Jesus

Artist: Adolf Hyla

March 7th 1943



Official Icon

Of Merciful Jesus

Artist: Ludomir Slendzinski

The painting received its imprimatur 

on Oct. 5th, 1954                          

and has been evaluated as 

appropriate for cult purposes by                                 

the Main Commission of the Polish 

Episcopate



Christ the King                                       

Roman-Catholic Church

Hollywood, California

Artist; Dymitr Grozdew

In the church of Christ the King

there is a special chapel dedicated

to the Divine Mercy. The Image of

Merciful Jesus has been blessed by

the Holy Father John Paul II on April

30, 2003 during a special audience

in the Vatican. Holy Father John

Paul II – The Great Pope of Mercy

placed His signature on this Image.



The Feast of Mercy

"I desire that there be           
a Feast of Mercy.                  
I want this image, 

which you will paint 
with a brush, to              

be solemnly blessed on 
the first Sunday after 

Easter; that Sunday is 
to be the Feast of 
Mercy" (Diary 49).

Plock, 1931



"Yes, the first Sunday

after Easter is the

Feast of Mercy," Jesus

said, "but there must

also be acts of mercy,

and I demand the

worship of My mercy

through the solemn

celebration of the

Feast and through the

veneration of the

image which has been

painted" (Diary 742).



Among all of the elements

of devotion to The Divine

Mercy requested by our

Lord through Sr. Faustina,

the Feast of Mercy holds

first place. The Lord's will

with regard to its

establishment was already

made known in His first

revelation to the saint.

In all, there were 

14 revelations concerning 

the desired feast.

April 28, 1935

First Feast of Mercy

Here, Divine Mercy image was 

publicly venerated in Vilnius                    

for the conclusion of                               

the Jubilee Year of Redemption



Thus, to fittingly observe 

the Feast of Mercy, we should:

1. Celebrate the Feast on the Sunday after Easter;

2. Sincerely repent of all our sins;

3. Place our complete trust in Jesus;

4. Go to Confession, preferably before that Sunday;

5. Receive Holy Communion on the day of the Feast;

6. Venerate the Image of The Divine Mercy;

7. Be merciful to others, through our actions, words, and prayers on                                                                          
their behalf.



As far as the manner in 

which the Feast is to be 

celebrated, Jesus had 

two wishes:

- That the image of Mercy be solemnly blessed and 

given public liturgical veneration on that day;

- That priests tell souls of the great and unfathomable 

mercy of God (Diary 570), thereby encouraging them to 

assume a spirit of trust. 



The greatness of this 
Feast is manifested in 

the promise:

"Whoever comes to 
the Fount of Life on 
this day will be 
granted complete 
remission of sins and 
punishment" (Diary 300)



In this promise, Jesus has 
attributed the power to remit 
sins and punishment to Holy 
Communion received on the 
Feast of Mercy, thereby 
elevating it to the rank of a 
`second baptism'.

Obviously Holy Communion 
must be received on this day 
not only in a state of grace, 
but all the other basic 
conditions of the devotion to 
the Divine Mercy must be 

observed.



The graces attached to the Feast is manifested 
in three  ways:

- All people, including those who previously did not practice 
the devotion to the Divine Mercy, and even sinners who are 
converted on this day may partake of the graces Jesus has 
prepared for this Feast;

- Jesus wishes to endow us - that is particular individuals 
and entire communities - on this day not only with the 
redemptive graces, but also with the temporal benefits;

- All the graces and benefits shall be accessible to all 
people whomever they are, providing they ask for them in a 
spirit of great trust . 



Novena of the Chaplets to 
The Divine Mercy

Jesus also demands that the Feast 
of Divine Mercy be preceded by a 
novena, and He required Sister 
Faustina to prepare for its 
celebration by means of a novena 
consisting of the recitation of the 
Chaplet of the Divine Mercy.  
Jesus said: “ Through this Novena, 
I will bestow all possible graces 
upon souls (Diary 796). The words 
“all possible graces” mean that the 
person saying the Novena to the 
Divine Mercy will obtain all the 
benefits of God he asks for, 
regardless of whether he requests 
these graces for himself or for 
others.



The different souls prayed for on each day 

of the novena are: 

DAY 1 (Good Friday) - All mankind, 

especially sinners 

DAY 2 (Holy Saturday) - The souls of 

priests and religious 

DAY 3 (Easter Sunday) - All devout and 

faithful souls 

DAY 4 (Easter Monday) – The Pagans   

and those who do not yet know Him 

DAY 5 (Easter Tuesday) - The souls of 

heretics and schismatics 

DAY 6 (Easter Wednesday) - The meek 

and humble souls and the souls of children 

DAY 7 (Easter Thursday) - The souls who 

especially venerate and glorify Jesus' 

mercy 

DAY 8 (Easter Friday) - The souls who are 

in the prison of Purgatory;

DAY 9 (Easter Saturday) - The souls who 

have become lukewarm. 

In her diary,

Saint Faustina

wrote that Jesus

told her:

"On each day of

the novena you

will bring to My

heart a different group of

souls and you will immerse

them in this ocean of My

mercy ... On each day you

will beg My Father, on the

strength of My passion, for

the graces for these souls."

(Diary 1209)



On the Second
Sunday of Easter of
the Jubilee Year 2000,
at the Mass for the
canonization of St.
Faustina Kowalska,
Pope John Paul II
proclaimed to the
world that “from now
on throughout the
Church this Sunday
will be called Divine
Mercy Sunday.”



The Chaplet to                   

the Divine Mercy

"It pleases Me to grant [souls]

everything they ask of Me when they

say the chaplet" (1541). "Through

the chaplet," Jesus said, "you will

obtain everything, if what you ask for

is compatible with My will"

(Diary 1731).

Vilnius, September 13-14, 1935



Eternal Father, I offer You the Body and Blood, 

Soul and Divinity of Your dearly beloved Son,  Our 

Lord Jesus Christ in atonement for our sins and 

those of the whole world.

For the sake of His sorrowful Passion                      

have mercy on us and on the whole world. 

Holy God, Holy Mighty One, Holy Immortal One,

have mercy on us and on the whole world.

have mercy on us and on the whole world.  



Those who recite this
Chaplet offer to god the
Father “the Body and
Blood, Soul and Divinity,”
of Jesus Christ in
atonement for their sins,
the sins of their loved
ones, and those of the
entire world. By uniting
themselves with the
sacrifice of Jesus, they
appeal to the great love
that our Heavenly Father
has for His Son and, in
Him, for all humanity.

Eternal Father, I offer You the Body and Blood, Soul and 

Divinity of Your dearly beloved Son, Our Lord Jesus Christ               

in atonement for our sins and those of the whole world.



For the sake of His sorrowful Passion                      

have mercy on us and on the whole world.

By means of this prayer, the
petitioners request “mercy on
us and on the whole world,”
and by so doing, they perform
a work of mercy. If the faithful
add to this the foundation of
trust and fulfill the conditions
regarding every good
prayer:

(humility, perseverance,
matters in conformity with
God’s will),

they can expect the fulfillment
of Christ’s promises which
are particularly related to
the hour of death: the grace
of conversion and a peaceful
death.



Holy God, 

Holy Mighty One,         

Holy Immortal One,

have mercy on us and 

on the whole world.



There are two specific promises concerning                                    

the hour of death:

1. "Whoever recites [the chaplet] will receive 

great mercy at the hour of death. Even the most 

hardened of sinners, if he recites this chaplet 

just once will receive graces from My boundless 

mercy" (Diary 687). 

2. "When this chaplet is said by others at the 

bedside of a dying person," Jesus said, "God's 

anger will be placated and unfathomable mercy 

will envelop the soul" (Diary 811).



The third specific promise concerns the temporal aspect 
of death (whereas the two former ones relate to its 
eternal outcome). There are two alternatives here:

- When the dying person himself says the chaplet;
"When hardened sinners say [this chaplet], I will fill their 
souls with   peace, and the hour of their death will be a 
happy one" (Diary 1541).

- When others say the chaplet around the person’s 
death-bed: "...when they say this chaplet in the 
presence of the dying, I will stand between My Father 
and the dying person, not as the just Judge   but as the 
merciful Savior" (Diary 1541).



The Hour                  

of Mercy

Krakow, October 1937



In October 1937 in Krakow, 
in circumstances about 

which we have no details 
from Sister Faustina,             

Jesus instructed her to 
observe the hour of His 

death, which He called the 
"hour of great mercy for 
the whole world" (Diary 1320).

"It was the hour of grace for 
the whole world," Jesus said 
on another occasion, "mercy 

triumphed over justice"               
(Diary 1572).



Jesus instructed Sister Faustina 

how to observe the Hour of 

Mercy. He told her:

- To beg for God's mercy for 

the entire world, and especially 

for sinners;

- To meditate on His Passion, 

especially on the fact that at 

the moment of death He was 

forsaken; to those who did this 

He promised that He would 

grant the grace of 

understanding the value of His 

Passion. 



Jesus pointed out that there were 
three necessary conditions which 
had to be met for prayers at this 
hour to be heard: 

- The prayers were to be 
addressed to Jesus;

- The prayers should be said at 
three o'clock in the afternoon;

- The prayers were to refer to the 
values and merits of His sorrowful 
Passion.



"In this hour,                 

I will refuse 

nothing to               

the soul                  

that makes              

a request of Me                

in virtue of              

My Passion"            
(Diary 1320).



The Propagation                                       
of                                                           

the Worship           
of Mercy



My daughter, write down 

these words:  All those 

souls who will glorify My 

mercy and spread its 

worship, encouraging 

others to trust in                      

My mercy, will not 

experience terror               

at the hour of death.                  

My mercy will shield them 

in that final battle……

(Diary 1540)



" I shield souls who spread the honor 

of My mercy through their entire life as 

a tender mother protects her infant, and 

at the hour of death I will not be a 

Judge for them, but the Merciful 

Savior" (Diary1075)



There are thus two 

promises addressed to 

all the propagators:

- The first promise concerns a maternal 

protection throughout their lives;

- The second concerns the hour of death.



Jesus himself made the plan of 
what He wanted as far as the 
spirit and tasks of the Apostles 
of Divine Mercy, Jesus asked:

- Jesus’ first demand: "By your entreaties you and 
your companions shall obtain mercy for yourselves 
and for the world" (Diary 435) He said, "through love you 
will reconcile earth with heaven, you will soften the just 
anger of God" (Diary 531).

- Jesus’ second demand: "Penetrate My mysteries 
and you will know the depth of My mercy towards 
creatures and My unfathomable goodness - and this 
you shall make known to the world" (Diary  438).



- Jesus’ third demand: For the mercy of God to be 
recognized and disseminated throughout the sinful 
world, Jesus wanted special prayer for priests and 
religious. "I place in your care two pearls very 
precious to My Heart," He said, "these are the souls 
of priests and religious. You will pray particularly for 
them; their power will come from your 
diminishment" (Diary  531).

- Jesus’ forth demand: You will prepare the world 
for My final coming. (Diary 429).

Why would Christ emphasize in our time a doctrine, the 
Divine Mercy, which has been part of the patrimony of 
the Faith from the beginning, as well as request new 
devotional and liturgical expressions of it? In His 
revelations to St. Faustina Jesus answers this question, 
connecting it to another doctrine, also sometimes little 
emphasized, that of His Second Coming.



A more profound analysis                

of the Dairy leads to the 

conclusion that what Jesus 

requires is not so much a new 

religious congregation, but               

a large-scale movement of 

religious revival in the spirit of 

devotion to the Divine Mercy. 

The aim of this movement is to 

be the carrying out of these 

tasks at the present stage in 

the Church's and world’s 

history.



The origins of every 

authentic movement 

of worshippers and 

apostles of                     

the Divine Mercy 

must go back to                 

the figure of              

Sister Faustina.



You will 
prepare 

the world 
for               

My final 
coming.

(Diary 429).



In addition to these words of Our 

Lord Sister Faustina gives us the 

Words of the Mother of Mercy, 

the Blessed Virgin:

“You have to speak to the 

world about His great mercy 

and prepare the world for the 

Second Coming of Him who 

will come, not as a merciful 

Savior, but as a just Judge. Oh 

how terrible is that day! 

Determined is the day of 

justice, the day of divine wrath. 

The angels tremble before it. 

Speak to souls about this great 

mercy while it is still the time 

for granting mercy. (Diary 635).



Pope John Paul II in His 

Encyclical urges us "to 

implore God's mercy for 

humanity in this hour of 

history ... to beg for it a this 

difficult, critical phase of 

the history of the Church 

and of the world as we 

approach the end of the 

second millennium."

( John Paul II, Dives in Misericordia 15)



Jesus told Sister Faustina -

"mankind will not have peace

until it turns with trust to My

mercy"

(Diary 300).

After Jesus Christ’s Death, no

one can be separated from the

love of God (cf. Rm 8:21-39),

except through their own fault.

The grace of mercy is offered to

everyone, so that all who have

been reconciled may also be

“saved by his life” (Rm 5:10).

(God’s Servant John Paul II)



• A — Ask for His Mercy. God wants us to 

approach Him in prayer constantly, repenting of 

our sins and asking Him to pour His mercy out 

upon us and upon he whole world.

• B — Be merciful. God wants us to receive His 

mercy and let it flow through us to others. He 

wants us to extend love and forgiveness to 

others just as He does to us.

• C — Completely trust in Jesus. God wants us to 

know that the graces of His mercy are 

dependent upon our trust. The more  we trust in 

Jesus, the more we will receive.



You ask for the Father's mercy in order to be merciful as 
He is, and to completely trust in Jesus. That's it.

T  R  U  S  T
Total 

Reliance 

Upon 

Saving 

Truth.



The saving truth, of course, is Jesus Christ. 

And "MERCY" is:

Mightily 

Eternal 

Redeeming 

Compassionate 

Yahweh.



To carry out this

challenge of being

apostles of Divine

Mercy, we must "Be

merciful just as your

Father is merciful"

(Lk 6:36). This means

that you and I must

be merciful with the

very mercy of our

heavenly Father!



To be merciful in that way we need to be like 

“D  A  R  T  S“ 

Desire His mercy;
Ask for His mercy;
Recognize and receive His mercy;
Thank Him for it; and 
Share it with others.



And Holy Mother will be with us. She is 

the Mother of Mercy and She is also my 

Mother, Mary

Mother 

Always 

Responding 

Yes.



To the greater 

glory of                   

The Divine 

Mercy



Fr. George J. Bobowski

What is Divine Mercy for me?

When I meditate on Divine mercy, when I try to

understand the sense of Jesus’ Merciful actions, all the

time I have in my mind two important things.

In the book of Isaiah God said to us:

“Can a mother forget her infant, be without tenderness

for the child of her womb? Even should she forget, I will

never forget you.

See, upon the palms of my hands I have written your

name (Is 49, 15)

Even if our mother forgets us, abandon us, our names

are written on the hand of God, He will never forget us.



And the second
important point is the
Gospel history about
a woman who was
not only accused of
committing adultery
but who was caught
in the very act --
making the case
simple to prosecute.
The scribes and
Pharisees brought
her to Jesus.
The woman is clearly
guilty of an offense
that is punishable by
death by stoning as
prescribed by law.

Jesus must uphold the law; however he is surrounded by a crowd who
has heard him speak with power and authority about the love, mercy,
and forgiveness of the heavenly Father. What is he to do? What is he
to say? If he endorses the Law he loses credibility with the crowds. If
he refutes the Law he will be publicly shamed by the Scribes and
Pharisees.



But, Jesus bent
down and began
to write on the
ground with his
finger. They
continued
asking him. He
straightened up
and said to
them; Let the
one among you
who is without
sin be the first
to throw a stone
at her...Silence...
Again he bent
down and wrote
on the ground.

Jesus who is writing something on the sand. What is He writing?

Jesus is writing our sins on the sand. When the wind comes it will erase

everything. This is Divine Mercy. Our names written on the hand of

God, our sins written on the sand.



Today, we have to 
remember, that the world, more 
than anything, needs mercy  —
mercy from one another and 
mercy from God. 

“God redeeming us?                        
That's mercy. 

Sanctifying us?                 
That's mercy. 

Why did God so love 
the world that He gave His only 

begotten Son to the world? 
That is total mercy.                           

Total gift.                                         
Total love.” 

This message goes to 
the heart of the Gospel. I'm 
convinced of the reality that this 
is the message for our times, as 
John Paul said. The message of 
Divine Mercy is to prepare the 
world for the second coming of 
the Lord.                                                       

Fr. George J. Bobowski



My Lord, my God.

Jesus, I trust in You
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Jesus, I trust in You

God, merciful Father,

in your Son, Jesus Christ,                    

you have revealed your love

and poured it out upon us                

in the Holy Spirit, the Comforter,

We entrust to you today                      

the destiny of the world and                    

of every man and woman.

Bend down to us sinners,

heal our weakness,

conquer all evil,

and grant that all the peoples               

of the earth may experience              

your mercy.

In You, the Triune God,

may they ever find the source of 

hope.

Eternal Father,

by the Passion and Resurrection of 

your Son,

have mercy on us and upon the 

whole world!

Amen.                        John Paul II


