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Prayers at Christmas Eve  
 
In the Name of the Father and of the Son and of the 
Holy Spirit. Amen 
 
 

A Reading from Diary of Saint Sister Faustina:  
 

Before supper, I went into the chapel for a moment to break the 
wafer spiritually with those beloved persons, so dear to my heart, 
though far away. First, I steeped myself in profound prayer and 
asked the Lord for graces for them all as a group and then for 
each one individually. Jesus gave me to know how much this 
pleased Him, and my soul was filled with even greater joy to see 
that God loves in a special way those whom we love.  
 
When I arrived at Midnight Mass, from the very beginning             I 
steeped myself in deep recollection, during which time I saw the 

stable of Bethlehem filled with great radiance. The Blessed Virgin, all lost in the deepest of love, 
was wrapping Jesus in swaddling clothes, but Saint Joseph was still asleep. Only after the Mother 
of God put Jesus in the manger, did the light of God awaken Joseph, who also prayed. But after 
a while, I was left alone with the Infant Jesus who stretched out His little hands to me, and I 
understood that I was to take Him in my arms. Jesus pressed His head against my heart and gave 
me to know, by His profound gaze, how good He found it to be next to my heart. At that moment 

Jesus disappeared and the bell was ringing for Holy Communion. (Diary 1437-1445) 
 

Let us pray.  
God our Father, every year we rejoice as we look forward to this feast of our salvation. 
May we welcome Christ as our Redeemer, and meet him with confidence when he comes 
to be our judge, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and 
ever. 
 

+ A reading from the holy Gospel according to Saint Luke (Lk 2,1-14)  
+ Glory to you, o Lord. 
 
In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus 

that the whole world should be enrolled. 
This was the first enrollment, when Quirinius was governor of 
Syria. So all went to be enrolled, each to his own town. 
And Joseph too went up from Galilee from the town of Nazareth  
to Judea, to the city of David that is called Bethlehem,  
because he was of the house and family of David,  
to be enrolled with Mary, his betrothed, who was with child. 
While they were there, the time came for her to have her child,  
and she gave birth to her firstborn son. 
She wrapped him in swaddling clothes and laid him in a manger,  
because there was no room for them in the inn. 
 

Now there were shepherds in that region living in the fields  
and keeping the night watch over their flock. 
The angel of the Lord appeared to them and the glory of the Lord 
shone around them, and they were struck with great fear. 
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The angel said to them, "Do not be afraid; for behold, I proclaim to you good news of great joy  
that will be for all the people. 
For today in the city of David  a savior has been born for you who is Christ and Lord. 
And this will be a sign for you: you will find an infant wrapped in swaddling clothes  
and lying in a manger." 
And suddenly there was a multitude of the heavenly host with the angel, praising God and 
saying: "Glory to God in the highest 
and on earth peace to those on whom his favor rests." 

+  The Gospel of the Lord  
+ Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ! 

Homily of Saint John Paul II 

As we have just heard in the Gospel of Luke, 
Jesus is born into a family poor by material 
standards, but rich in joy. He is born in a stable, 
for there is no place for him in the inn (cf Luke 
2:7); he is placed in a manger, for there is no 
cradle for him; he comes into the world 
completely helpless, without anyone's 
knowledge, and yet he is welcomed and 
recognized first by the shepherds, who hear from 
the angel the news of his birth.  

The event conceals a mystery. It is revealed by 
the choirs of heavenly messengers who sing of 
Jesus' birth and proclaim glory "to God in the 
highest and on Earth peace among men with 
whom he is pleased" (Luke 2:14). Through the 
ages their praise becomes a prayer which rises 
from the hearts of the throngs who on Christmas 

Night continue to welcome the Son of God.  

Mysterium: event and mystery. A man is born, who is the Eternal Son of the Almighty Father, the 
Creator of Heaven and Earth: In this extraordinary event the mystery of God is revealed. In the 
Word who becomes man the miracle of the Incarnate God is made manifest. The mystery sheds 
light on the event of the birth: A baby is adored by the shepherds in the lowly stable, at Bethlehem. 
He is "the Savior of the world," "Christ the Lord," (cf Luke 2:11). Their eyes see a newborn child, 
wrapped in swaddling clothes and placed in a manger, and in that "sign," thanks to the inner light 
of faith, they recognize the Messiah proclaimed by the Prophets.  

This is Emmanuel, God-with-us, who comes to fill the Earth with grace. He comes into the world 
in order to transform creation. He becomes a man among men, so that in him and through him 
every human being can be profoundly renewed.  

By his birth, he draws us all into the sphere of the divine, granting to those who in faith open 
themselves to receiving his gift the possibility of sharing in his divine life.  

This is the meaning of the salvation which the shepherds hear proclaimed that night in Bethlehem: 
"To you is born a Savior" (Luke 2:11). The coming of Christ among us is the center of history, 
which thereafter takes on a new dimension. In a way, it is God himself who writes history by 
entering into it.  
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The event of the Incarnation thus broadens to embrace the whole of human history, from creation 
until the Second Coming. This is why in the Liturgy all creation sings, voicing its own joy: The 
floods clap their hands, all the trees of the world sing for joy, and the many coastlands are glad 
(cf Ps 98:8, 96:12; 97:1).  

Every creature on the face of the Earth receives the proclamation. In the astonished silence of 
the universe, the words which the Liturgy puts on the lips on the Church take on a cosmic 
resonance: Christus natus est nobis. Venite, adoremus!  

Christ is born for us. Come let us adore him. God became man in order to give man a share in 
his own divinity.  

This is the good news of salvation. This is the message of Christmas!  

The Church proclaims it by means of my words too, for the peoples and nations of the whole Earth 
to hear. Christus natus est nobis. Christ is born for us. Venite adoremus. Come, let us adore him.  

 
Prayer of Faithful 
 
God of endless ages, Father of all goodness, we keep 
vigil for the dawn of salvation and the birth of your 
Son. With gratitude we recall his humanity, the life he 
shared with the sons of men. May the power of his 
divinity help us answer his call to forgiveness, love 
and mercy. 
 
Loving Father, help us remember the birth of Jesus, that 
we may share in the song of the angels, the gladness of 
the shepherds, and worship of the wise men.  
Let us pray to the Lord … 
 
Close the door of hate and open the door of love all over 
the world. Let kindness come with every gift and good desires with every greeting. 
Deliver us from evil by the blessing which Christ brings, and teach us to be merry with 
clear hearts. 
Let us pray to the Lord … 
 
May the Christmas morning make us happy to be thy children, and Christmas evening 
bring us to our beds with grateful thoughts, forgiving and forgiven, for Jesus' sake.  
Let us pray to the Lord …  
 
One decade of Chaplet 
 
Father God, when your precious Son became a tiny baby in a stable in Bethlehem 
in poverty and simplicity, you changed our world. As we imagine those 
surroundings, we join with the shepherds and the wise men in wonder and praise. 
We thank you for our material lives, praise you for our spiritual lives, and trust in 
you for our eternal life. Amen.  
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Christmas Dinner Prayers  

God of all gifts, we thank you for the many 
ways you have blessed us this day. We are 
grateful each of those who are gathered 
around this table. We ask you to bless us 
and our food and to bless those we love 
who are not with us today. In our gratitude 
and love, we remember your humble birth 
into our lives and pray for those who are 
without enough to eat. We remember the 
stable in which you were born and pray for 
those who have no place to live. We 
remember your challenging message of 

caring and giving and we pray for peace in families and nations throughout the world. We 
bless you and give you thanks in your Spirit who brings our hearts to life the Christmas 
Day and forever. Amen. 

Christmas Blessing 

Eternal God, this joyful day is radiant with the brilliance of your one true light.  
May that light illuminate our hearts and shine in our words and deeds. 
Amen 
 

May the hope, the peace, the joy, and the love represented by the birth in Bethlehem fill 
our lives and become part of all that we say and do.  
Amen 
 

May we share the divine life of your son Jesus Christ, even as he humbled himself to 
share our humanity.  
Amen 
 

Bless us and the feast that You have provided for us, let us be thankful for the true gift 
of Christmas, your Son.  
Amen. 

May almighty God bless us,  
the Father, and the Son, and the Holy Spirit. Amen.  
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Prayer of Saint John Paul II 

Wipe away, Baby Jesus, the tears of children!  

Embrace the sick and the elderly!  

Move men to lay down their arms  

and to draw close in a universal embrace of peace!  

Invite the peoples, O merciful Jesus, 

to tear down the walls created  

by poverty and unemployment, by ignorance and indifference, 

by discrimination and intolerance. 

It is you, O Divine Child of Bethlehem,  

who save us, freeing us from sin. 

It is you who are the true and only Savior,  

whom humanity often searches for with uncertainty.  

God of peace, gift of peace for all of humanity, 

come to live in the heart of every individual and of every family. 

Be our peace and our joy! Amen! 

 

 


